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Dear parents and carers, 
 
I hope that you and your families are safe and well. I would like to inform you of the 
latest developments for our school. 
 
St Joseph’s is closed to the majority of pupils and will remain closed until further 
notice. We will continue to provide child care to children of key workers and 
vulnerable pupils only. I appreciate that many of you remain concerned about safety 
if more children return to school. The latest scientific advice from the Government is 
that:  
 

 severity of disease in children – there is high scientific confidence that 
children of all ages have less severe symptoms than adults if they contract 
coronavirus  

 the age of children – there is moderately high scientific confidence that 
younger children are less likely to become unwell if infected with coronavirus  

 numbers of children going back – which needs to be limited initially then 
increased gradually as the science permits  

 systems to reduce the size of the groups coming into contact with each other 
– such as smaller class sizes spread out across settings  

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-
settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/ 
 
 
The Department for Education has provided advice for schools to support them with 
the next steps on the reopening of their schools which may start from 1st June. 
although this date is the subject of ongoing national debate and could well change. 
However following consideration of many factors, including information from 
Knowsley, Liverpool and Sefton councils and increasing available evidence, I am 
proposing that St Joseph’s does not begin to increase pupil numbers until Monday 
15th June at the earliest.  
 
The advice taken into consideration in making this decision includes: 

 Carrying out a risk assessment before opening to more children - the 
assessment will directly address risks associated with coronavirus so that 
sensible measures can be put in place to minimise those risks for children 
and staff.  

 Making sure that children and young people do not attend if they or a member 
of their household has symptoms of Coronavirus.  

 Promoting regular hand washing for 20 seconds and ensuring good 
respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ approach.  
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 Cleaning more frequently to get rid of the virus on frequently touched 
surfaces, such as door handles, handrails, table tops, play equipment and 
toys.  

 Minimising contact through smaller classes or group sizes and altering the 
environment as much as possible, such as changing the layout of 
classrooms.  

 Reducing mixing between groups through timetable changes, such as 
staggered break and lunch times and by introducing staggered drop-off and 
collection times at different times.  

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-
protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 
 
Mike Harden, Chief Executive of Knowsley Council, stated the following in his weekly 
blog today:In Knowsley, we will support our schools to re-open when it is safe 
to do so, rather than asking them to adhere to any specific date. Schools have 
been working through Department for Education guidance, working alongside 
officers from the Council, their own school staff, their Academy Trust if 
applicable, trade unions and parents/carers, initially to gauge the appetite for 
pupils returning to school so that appropriate arrangements can be put in 
place.  This includes classes adhering to social distancing guidance and 
potentially staggering the school day to support social distancing measures. 

Furthermore, news today has revealed that a group of senior scientists has warned 
that 1 June is too soon for schools to reopen safely in England and that more time is 
needed to set up an effective track and trace system to contain future outbreaks. 

The independent Sage committee, chaired by the former government chief scientist 
Sir David King, say new modelling of coronavirus shows the risk to children will be 
halved if they return to school two weeks later than ministers propose. Delaying until 
September would further reduce the risk. The extra two weeks would allow more time 
for infections to fall in the community and for crucial track and trace capacity to be 
built up so new cases are found and isolated fast.“It is clear from the evidence we 
have collected that 1 June is simply too early to go back. By going ahead with this 
dangerous decision, the government is further risking the health of our communities 
and the likelihood of a second spike,” Prof King said. 

I would like to thank you for your positive responses to our questionnaire. They have 
revealed that the vast majority of parents and carers would not send their children to 
school before the summer holiday and a similar number would do so if school was to 
open in September.Many of you who said that they would send your children in 
before September wanted to ensure that school was safer before considering 
allowing their children to return with comments such as: 
 

 The death rate would have to come right down and the amount of people 
testing positive for coronvirous would have to be severely low 

 4-6 year olds can’t possibly understand the severity of the situation. It’ll be no 
fun for them at school at all under the social distancing laws and could be 
psychologically damaging in my opinion. 

 Young children cannot keep a social distance without strict rules. That may 
upset them and I feel it may do more harm than good. 

 The cases of Covid19 in Liverpool need to drop substantially. 
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 It’s difficult to answer these questions with a simple Y/N. I currently don’t feel 
it’s safe for children to return to school as the number of infections in our area 
is so high, nothing to do with the measures that are being put in place. 

 The R rating the government has set to be a lot lower than it is now 

 I want to know that the cases in Knowsley are lower than anywhere in 
England 

 I don’t know. I just don’t feel it is safe to do so yet & that is nothing to do with 
the school they have & are being amazing through this difficult time 

 
Further positive comments included the following: 
 

 Thank you for the work that the teachers have put on the website and the 
calls each week. 

 Thank you for all you are doing during this difficult time for everyone, not least 
the children. 

 Thank you for your ongoing professionalism and thank you for putting safety 
before anything else. 

 Thank you teachers and school staff for all that you have done so far. 

 A heartfelt thanks to all the teachers for providing emergency care to key 
workers to allow us to go to work at this difficult time. 

 I want to thank the school for everything they have done and how supportive 
they are being during this difficult time! 

 
I would like to add my personal gratitude to you all. I have been reassured by your 
positive comments and agree that we all need to ensure that our children and staff 
are kept safe. I will be in touch again after half term with further information and 
updates. 
 

 
 

Take care all, 
 

C. Newstead 
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