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Dear parents and carers, 
 
It was lovely to see some of you yesterday when Ms McIlroy and I delivered home 
learning packs. These packs will be delivered to all families by Wednesday 17th June 
and are to support you while school remains closed to all pupils other than children of 
key workers and vulnerable pupils. 
 
The following information has been provided by Knowsley Council: 

 

WE WILL SUPPORT SCHOOLS WHO ‘PAUSE’ PLANS FOR REOPENING 

  
In light of new data recently published, Knowsley Council has confirmed that it will be 
supportive of schools who may wish to ‘pause’ their plans for re-opening to larger numbers 
of pupils in the coming weeks.   
  
The Council has always been clear that schools should only reopen to larger numbers of 
pupils only when it is SAFE to do so. This can only be achieved when adequate arrangements 
have been put in place in each setting and when comprehensive risk assessments have been 
completed, signed off and shared with key parties including staff and trade unions.  
  
The Council’s advice has been clear that these preparations should not be rushed to tie in 
with any arbitrary dates or deadlines set nationally.  
  
In Knowsley, schools continue to be advised to take the time they need to make these 
preparations properly as the safety of staff and pupils must be the priority in ALL cases. 
  
Cllr Margaret Harvey, Knowsley Council Cabinet Member for Children’s Services 
commented:-  
  
“Our Public Health team continues to closely monitor the data about the current prevalence 
of the virus within our community. Whilst I am reassured that new confirmed cases in 
Knowsley (as measured by the numbers of hospitalised patients) are very low, and have been 
low for a number of weeks now, I also understand the concerns of schools and parents about 
the current estimated R rate in the north west.  
  
From the outset here in Knowsley, we have aimed to make sensible and well-considered 
decisions to provide our communities with the information they need to make informed 
choices.  Whilst the decision to welcome more pupils into educational settings lies with each 
individual school, we are here to support them and have been in close contact with our 
schools throughout the pandemic.” 
  



Each school setting is different so it is likely that individual schools will have to take different 
steps to ensure safety within their own environment. The Council will continue to provide 
what advice and support it can to schools as they make these adjustments and decisions in 
the coming months.  
  
In addition, Dr Sarah McNulty Assistant Executive Director (Public Health), produced the 
following information: 

 
The Government has described five tests that inform the on-going and further 
relaxation of lockdown measures within the population: 
 
Section 1:  The application of the five government tests as applies to Knowsley 

 
Test one: making sure the NHS can cope and continues to have sufficient capacity 
The NHS in Merseyside has coped very well with the covid pandemic to date, with 
sufficient capacity throughout. This continues.  
 
Test two: a ‘sustained and consistent’ fall in daily deaths  
Knowsley deaths have declined significantly since the middle of April.  There were 35 
deaths occurring in the week ending 17th April, 8 in the week ending 15th May and 5 
deaths in the week ending 22nd May.   
 
Test three: solid data showing the rate of infection is decreasing to ‘manageable’ 
levels 
The numbers of new cases in Knowsley, as measured predominantly in patients 
tested in hospitals are currently very low and have decreased significantly over 
recent weeks. 
 
The total number of confirmed cases, from this source, in Knowsley have increased 
by only 7 cases in the past 7 days – an increase of 1.0% - this is lower than the 
increases last week (9 cases and an increase of 1.4%).  The Weekly increase in Cases 
for Knowsley (1.0%) is lower than the LCR increase of 1.4% and the North West 2.2%. 
 
 
Test four: ensuring that supply of tests and personal protective equipment (PPE) 
can meet future demand 
There are range of testing options available. This includes Regional Test Centres, 
home testing, local satellite test centres and mobile test centres which operate on a 
rota basis from three Knowsley leisure centres sites at Huyton, Halewood and Kirby. 
There are pathways to provide prioritised testing for NHS and social care key 
workers, patients, care home residents and social care transfers. Knowsley is working 
with Cheshire and Merseyside partners to agree prioritisation, vulnerable groups 
pathways agile testing to provide for outbreak testing as part of track and trace.  
 
Knowsley has established PPE Resource Centre which centrally purchases and 
provides PPE for council services including supplies for social care providers and 
starter packs to enable schools to care safely for any pupils or staff members who 
develop Covid-19 symptoms on site.  



 
Test five: avoiding a second peak that would risk overwhelming the NHS 
Work locally is on-going to support the national Test, Trace and Isolate Service which 
will identify cases and facilitate close contacts of cases who are at risk of developing 
and the onward transmission of Covid 19. Schools have been given comprehensive 
guidance on how to implement social distancing and good cleaning and hygiene to 
reduce the likelihood of transmission within their setting. The same applies to many 
other different settings where the virus may be passed on, eg care homes and other 
social care settings and with workplaces. The advice to the public around social 
distancing also supports the reduced risk of transmission within our communities. 
 
Schools have also been given advice around the management of symptomatic pupils 
and staff, and how to manage single cases, or outbreaks. PHE and Knowsley Council 
will support schools in these situations who need support and advice.  
 
 
Section 2:  Statement on the R number 

 
The R number is a modelled statistic and has been calculated on a North West 
regional basis. The PHE/ Cambridge value, which was the centre of attention last 
Friday, was one of a number of models that are analysed by the national SAGE 
committee. This model does not calculate R for sub regions or Upper Tier Local 
Authority Areas (UTLAs) so it is impossible to ascertain the different contributions of 
local areas to the R number of 1.01 for the North West.  It is anticipated that as 
lockdown eases, R will naturally rise to some extent.  
 
We do not have a reliable R number for Knowsley. But we do have other data 
sources such as death rates and infection rates as described above.   
 
Section 3:  Summary advice from the Director of Public Health 
 
The Director of Public Health for Knowsley advises: 

 
● All local available indicators suggest that the transmission of Covid 19 in the 

knowsley population is low. 
● All the managed settings (schools, workplaces, care homes) should have risk 

assessments and procedures in place to be COVID-19 secure.  
● Schools have access to dedicated infection prevention and control support 

through Council’s Environmental Health service working with Public Health and 
Infection Prevention and Control service.  

● Schools are a managed setting – we tell unwell staff and children to stay off 
school, those who develop symptoms in the setting are identified and isolated 
quickly and we have a national test and trace service that can offer testing and 
management, along with schools, of positive tests. 

 
 



The situation regarding the global coronavirus pandemic is ever changing and 
I am sure you are aware that the plan for all primary school years in England to 
go back to school before the end of term is to be dropped by the government. 
 

 

Having considered all of this information, along with the need to ensure that 
everything is in place for our school such as risk assessments and PPE as well as 
the limited number of places now available in school due to social distancing ( 4 to 6 
pupils per room), St Joseph’s will remain closed until further notice. We will continue 
to provide child care to children of key workers and vulnerable pupils, with numbers 
of these children increasing. 
 

Weekly phone calls from teachers will continue as will Free School Meal 
Vouchers, until further notice. Any planned changes will be explained to you as 
soon as we can. Keep up the good work, you are all doing such a great job in 
keeping your children safe. If you have any concerns or questions, please do e-mail 
school at stjoseph@knowsley.gov.uk 
 
 
Finally, below are the classes that our staff will be teaching next year: 
 
Reception:   Mrs Clarke and Mrs Lavender 
Year 1:         Mrs McCarten and Mrs Keenan 
Year 2:         Miss McCrystal, Mrs Yates and Mrs Carroll 
Year 3:         Mrs Field, Mr Goodwin and Mrs Carroll 
Year 4:         Mrs Finnen, Mrs Ashton and Mrs Carroll 
Year 5:         Miss Jude and Mrs Brown 
Year 6:         Mr Hughes and Mrs Casson (Ms McIlroy Year 6 Support)  
PE Teacher: Mrs Wilson 
 

 
 

Take care everyone. 
 

C. Newstead 
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