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26th June 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
I hope that you and your loved ones are well. 
 

Our first week of opening to Year 6 pupils as well as to children of critical 
workers and vulnerable pupils has gone well.  
 
We continue to follow Knowsley Council and government guidance which 
indicates that the risk of coronavirus to pupils in the classroom is "very, very 
small, but not zero", according to sources in the government's scientific 
advisory group, Sage. 

The group has published documents about the safety and impact of reopening 
English schools, which also say teachers would not be at above-average risk 
compared with other occupations.  

Teachers' unions have warned it is not safe to allow more children into 
primary schools and the government acknowledges some schools are not 
ready to open,  

There has been much guidance produced by the government to support 
schools in considering whether they are safe enough to admit more pupils. 
Current guidance in the document Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing 
protective measures in education and childcare settings states that 
 

We are gradually increasing the numbers of children and young 
people attending schools. This decision is based on the latest 
scientific advice. By returning pupils gradually, settings can 
initially reduce the number of children and young people in 
classrooms compared to usual and put protective measures in 
place to reduce risks. 
 

It continues by stating that it may be necessary for providers to 
introduce a temporary cap on numbers to ensure that safety is 
prioritised. This advice seeks to support staff working in schools, 
colleges and childcare settings, to deliver this approach in the 
safest way possible, focusing on measures they can put in place 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52770355
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52770355
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/scientific-advisory-group-for-emergencies-sage-coronavirus-covid-19-response
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-52792769
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-52792769


to help limit risk of the virus spreading within education and 
childcare settings. Where settings can keep children apart in small 
groups, 2 metres away from each other, they should do so. 
 
As well as national guidance, we have been supported by Knowsley council in 
opening to more pupils. This has included a risk assessment and site visit by 
Knowsley’s health and safety team. A limit of 42 pupils has been agreed for              
St Joseph’s by Knowsley council, trade unions, staff and governors. This 
means that most classes can accommodate up to 5 children, with two rooms 
able to have 6. 
 
We are all hopeful that restrictions will be lifted soon enough to allow us time 
to prepare for September, although at this point I do not know what that will 
look like. Please be assured that we have plans in place for various scenarios 
from September 2020. We will continue to provide online learning activities for 
as long as they are required. 
 
To preserve the safety of pupils, families and staff, end of year reports will be 
e-mailed out to parents. They are slightly different from previous years to 
reflect the fact that school closed before the end of spring term, attendance 
for example has not been reported on. Reports will not be e-mailed out at the 
same time, but if you have not received a report for your child by Friday 10th 
July, please e-mail school at stjoseph@knowsley.gov.uk to request it, we may 
not have your current e-mail address. 
 
 

 
 

Take care everyone, 
 

C. Newstead 
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