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Dear parents and carers, 
 
I hope that you and your loved ones are well. 
 
Most of you should have received your child’s report this week by e-mail. 
Despite the fact that we will not be having parents’ evenings this term, you will 
still have the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress with their teacher 
when they next ring you. In addition to this, your child’s teacher for next year 
will telephone to speak to your child to welcome and reassure them, before 
the end of this term.  
 
We will continue to provide online learning activities for as long as they are 
required. Work packs have started to be delivered too and you should all have 
received one for your child by the end of next week. 
 
Thank you for your kind words of support that have been e-mailed to school, 
they have brightened our days and helped us in keeping St Joseph’s a happy 
place to be. School is still very different to what we have always been used to 
and our roles have changed from those that we had become familiar with. 
None of us have experienced living and working through a global pandemic, 
which has become a daily feature of your lives and ours since early 2020.  
 
I am incredibly grateful to all of my team for keeping our school open to those 
families who need us most. As we have been providing child care for the 
children of key workers (whose numbers are increasing regularly) for some 
time, I hadn’t stopped to reflect on the fact that without our school being open 
to these children, our community would not be able to access the basics of 
food and health care. This would impact on our children and our families. All 
of us in school are key workers and are rightly acknowledged as being 
responsible for providing for the needs of our country. I am very proud of them 
for the work that they are doing. 
 
Some of you may have been concerned regarding headlines that indicated 
that figures released by Public Health England showed an increase in the 
numbers of people in Knowsley testing positive for Coronavirus. Knowsley 
News contains an article that can be accessed by following the link below, 
which has local health experts urging people not to panic: 
 
https://www.knowsleynews.co.uk/caution-not-panic-advised-in-response-to-
latest-covid-19-figures/ 

https://www.knowsleynews.co.uk/caution-not-panic-advised-in-response-to-latest-covid-19-figures/
https://www.knowsleynews.co.uk/caution-not-panic-advised-in-response-to-latest-covid-19-figures/


 
Furthermore, you may be aware that the government published a document 
entitled Guidance for full opening- schools yesterday. It is the 
government’s plan that all pupils will return to school full-time from the 
beginning of the autumn term. The guidance also covers expectations for 
children with special educational needs and disability (SEND), including those 
with education, health and care plans, in mainstream schools.  
 
The guidance is in 5 sections. The first section sets out the actions that should 
be taken to minimise the risk of transmission in the school. This is public 
health advice, endorsed by Public Health England (PHE). 

The rest of the guidance is focused on how the Department for Education 
(DfE) expects schools to operate in this new context. This includes: 

 school operations 

 curriculum, behaviour and pastoral support 

 assessment and accountability 

 contingency planning to provide continuity of education in the case of a 

local outbreak 

This guidance has been prepared with input from school leaders, unions and 
sector bodies and in consultation with PHE and the Health and Safety 
Executive (HSE). There will be changes to the way school is has operated 
previously. I will be consulting with staff, governors, local authority (LA), trade 
unions and parents to ensure that everyone is aware of these new 
expectations and to ensure that they meet the specific needs of our school 
and our children. I will keep you all informed about how things will be via the 
school website. Do be reassured, we will be well prepared for opening when 
the time is right to do so. 
 
Take care everyone. 
 

C. Newstead   

 
 

  

 

 


