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Wednesday 19/08/20 
 
Dear parents and carers, 

Welcome Back To School 

I hope that you and your loved ones are well and that you are ready for school 
opening to children in years 1 to 6 on Wednesday 2nd September and 
Reception children from Monday 7th September on a part time basis at first. 

I am writing to you with our plans to reopen our school to all of our children in 
September 2020. We are building on the successful routines established 
during the summer term with our partial reopening. We know that this will be 
different, going from approximately 20 Key Worker and Vulnerable children 
along with many Y6 children to over 200. During the first half term we will be 
reviewing our plans and adjusting them so that they work in the most effective 
way. Your understanding and patience, as always, will be appreciated during 
this. We are simply not returning to school the way it was before we closed in 
March! 

Children will return to school on Wednesday 2nd September in full school 
uniform. Reception parents are already aware of their part time arrangements, 
please keep to those times. When we return to school we will be returning to 
full classes. Following Government guidelines classrooms will now be 
reorganised in order to allow children to sit side by side facing forwards. Year 
groups will be organised into 7 classes, as they have been in previous years. 
Although there will be distancing within a class, it is accepted by the DfE that 
it is not possible to maintain a 2m distance at all times of the day. School 
systems, timetables and routines will be organised so as to minimise contact 
between classes. 
 
The School Day  
The aim is to stagger the number of children arriving on site at any given time 
and also the number of children being collected at any one time from one 
area. As we only have one entrance from Edenfield Crescent this is more 
challenging than it seems. We are asking children to arrive and be collected at 
specific times. If you have more than one child, they will arrive with their year 
group but should be collected at the same time as their oldest sibling. In line 
with DfE guidance gathering at the school gates and otherwise coming onto 
the site other than to drop off /collect without an appointment is not allowed. 
Parents and carers are asked to liaise with school via phone call or e-mail and 
not face to face until further notice. 



Under current guidelines we ask that as soon as you drop off or pick up your 
child, you leave the school site and surrounding footpath so that it is clear for 
the next group of children to arrive. One adult only please per family on site at 
any time. Please follow the one-way system we have created around the 
carpark. While we are operating our staggered start to the day we are unable 
to operate our before school club. 

Start times for September 

Y5 and Y6 – Classroom doors will be open between 8:30 and 8:40. Children 

should arrive at school during this period and enter school via their classroom 

door. Children should be dropped off at the zebra crossing in the school car 

park and adults should leave through the vehicle gates. 

Y3 and Y4 – Classroom doors will be open between 8:40 and 8:50. Children 

should arrive at school during this period and enter school via their classroom 

door. Children should be dropped off at the zebra crossing in the school car 

park and adults should leave through the vehicle gates. 

Y1 and Y2 – Classroom doors will be open between 8:40 and 8:50. Children 

should arrive at school during this period and enter school via their classroom 

door. Children should be dropped off on the infant playground and adults 

leave via the car park and through the vehicle gates. 

Reception – The Reception door will be open between 8:50 and 9:00. 

Children should arrive at school during this period and enter school via the 

reception door. Children should be dropped off on the infant playground and 

adults leave via the car park and through the vehicle gates. 

Parents and carers have been informed of collection times already. You will 
be contacted during the week beginning 24th August to remind you of these 
times. 

 It is important that you arrive at school at the allocated time for your 
child 

 Please follow social distancing rules as you drop off and wait for your 
child. 

 Please leave the site as soon as you have collected your child, 
following our one way system.  

 

If you would like your child to walk out from school at the end of the day, 
please e-mail your request to the school, stating your child’s name and class. 



Lunches  
Initially there will be no hot option and those who have a school lunch will 
have a ‘picnic lunch’. We will review this for the second half of autumn term. 

Children will spend break times and lunch times with other children from their 
class. All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will continue to have a 
school dinner provided through the Universal Free School Meals Scheme or 
can bring a packed lunch if preferred. Reception children will eat in their 
classroom and children in Years 1 and 2 will eat in the hall although children 
will be separate from those in other classes.  
Children in Years 3 to Year 6 can choose to have a school meal or provide 
their own packed lunch. Parent Pay will continue to be used. For those 
parents in Y3 you will be sent login details when we return. Pupils in Years 5 
and 6 will eat in their classrooms, children in Years 3 and 4 will eat in the hall 
at a different time to infant classes and separate from children from the other 
class. 

These arrangements are in place to ensure that children can remain with 
friends in their own classes and still eat at an acceptable time of the day. It 
also allows time for cleaners to provide additional cleaning during the day. 

Uniform, Equipment & Homework  
Children will ideally need to wear a fresh set of uniform each day and they will 
continue to have access to PE. On their PE days, children are to come to 
school wearing their PE kit, with their school jumper or cardigan on top of it 
and a coat if needed. Children will not need a PE bag which is a change from 
what was required in a previous letter. 
 
PE is on the following days: 
Mondays – Years 1, 3, 4 and 6 
Thursdays – Years 4 and 5 
Fridays – Reception, Years 2, 5 and 6. 
 
We need to limit the amount of equipment coming in from home. Pencil cases 
and bags are not needed. Children should only bring with them a coat, a 
packed lunch if they need one and a water bottle. We cannot provide water 
bottles or cups in school for water and water fountains are not in use. Children 
must not bring a mobile phone in to school. 
I will update you in September to our approach to homework and reading 
books once we have further clarification on this. However, we have been 
setting up Google Classroom for any future remote learning. During the 
autumn term remote learning will be posted on Google Classroom. You will be 
given the login details to this once it is ready. We will also start to set some of 
our homework on this in September. The school will use the Government 
endorsed Oak Academy materials as part of our blended learning provision as 
well as other online learning materials. 

Before School Club & After School Clubs 
There will be no before school club or after school activities until further 
notice. We hope to get them all back in operation soon. 



School Office  
The School Office will be closed to parents and visitors. It is vital that we have 
up to date contact details should we need to contact you during the school 
day. It was apparent during lockdown that the email addresses and mobile 
numbers we have in school were not always the most up to date. All 
messages should be passed through the office by telephone call or email. 

We are all really looking forward to having all of our children back in school. I 
know that some of you and your children will be anxious about the return to 
school and for most children they have not been in properly since the middle 
of March. We have been adapting our curriculum to ensure that the children 
have a positive return to school and that their mental health and wellbeing is 
at the forefront of all our decisions. In all our learning as the children return we 
will map where their learning is at and focus on mastering learning and 
increasing knowledge, skills and understanding using this information. The 
chart below should help all of us share the language of learning in September. 

Language we will avoid Language we will use 

Catch up  Master our prior learning 

Learning gaps Move forward 

Repair learning Consolidate/strengthen prior learning 

Cram Enhance knowledge, skills and 
understanding 

Make up lost time Revisit to strengthen knowledge, 
skills and understanding 

Behind Where your child is currently at 

Cover ground Build upon 

Speed up Enhance 

 
Any changes or amendments will be communicated to you all via text 
message and the school website. Thank you for your understanding and 
patience with this.  
 
Much has been said about our school family during the summer term, 
especially the way we have all come together to support each other through 
the most challenging of times. September will be no different, we will meet the 
challenges head on and will develop and shape our ‘new normal’ together.  
 

Yours faithfully, 

C. Newstead 

 

 

 

 


