
Famous Black and Scouse 
 

 
Irene Afful  
 
When Irene Afful was growing up in L8 in the 1970s and 1980s, relations  
between Merseyside Police and the city's black community were not in a good 
place. Despite tensions within her community and a fear of police, Irene went  
on to join the force herself. Irene Afful was the first black female inspector in 
Merseyside Police history. Quickly rising through the ranks, Irene became 
Merseyside Police's first ever female black inspector, breaking down racial  
and gender boundaries to get to become such a trailblazer for other black  
women. Irene left Merseyside Police 4 years ago and now runs her own coaching 
and personal development company aimed at showing others how to emulate her 
success.  
 
 
 
 

Gee Walker  
 
In 2005, Anthony Walker was murdered in a horrific and unprovoked racist 
attack. His senseless death left his family devastated but in the face of  
unimaginable grief and loss, his mother chose to use her experiences to try  
and help others and vowed to fight against hate crime and she set up the  
Anthony Walker Foundation. The charity aims to promote racial harmony  
through education, sport and the arts and operates across the UK. As well  
as hosting an annual community festival, the charity also provides a bursary  
for students from poorer backgrounds to study law. Gee's work was commended  
by Prime Minister David Cameron in 2016, who applauded her work to combat 
racism.  
 
 
 
 

Howard Gayle  
 
Born in Toxteth in1958, Howard Gayle was the first black footballer  
to play for Liverpool F.C. He joined the youth ranks at local side  
Liverpool in 1974 and signed a professional contract with the club in  
1977. He was seen as a trailblazer in a sport that was almost all white  
at the time. His finest hour for Liverpool came in the 1980-81 European  
Cup semi-final second leg, away at Bayern Munich. Since retiring from  
football he has become an anti-racism campaigner and has worked with 
‘Kick It Out’ and ‘Show racism the red card’. 



James Clarke  
 
James Clarke was an incredible man and a legend in Liverpool. James 
saved many locals from drowning in the Mersey and the docks, and taught 
countless others to swim. James Clarke James was born in British Guiana 
(now Guyana). When he was 14, he stowed away on a ship bound for  
Liverpool and was adopted by an Irish family living in the Scotland Road  
area. James worked on the docks and joined Wavertree Swimming Club.  
He started teaching children to swim after rescuing many of them from the  
Leeds and Liverpool Canal. James was the first black man to have a street  
named after him, his silver chain with eight medals awarded to him for swimming  
and 'saving life from drowning'. You can see some of James’ medals and a framed 
certificate ‘Liverpool Shipwreck and Humane Society, awarded to James Clarke for 
courageously diving into the West Waterloo Dock and rescuing a man from drowning 
on the 14th February 1911’ on display in The People’s Republic gallery, Museum of 
Liverpool.  
 
 
 

Anna Rothery  
 

Anna Rothery was the first black Lord Mayor in the history of Liverpool.                

Anna was born and grew up in the Toxteth area. In 2006, she represented                      

the Princes Park ward in the Parliamentary constituency of Liverpool                           

Riverside. As a councillor she supported the Black and Minority Ethnic                                   

community and became involved in activities including, ‘Operation Black                                                

Vote’ - a scheme to get more people with the BAME background into politics.                        

From 2010–2013, she became Chair of the Culture, Tourism and Sport                               

select committee in Liverpool. Then in 2012 she became the first councillor                                      

of Liverpool to speak at the United Nations in Geneva on Religious, Linguistic and 

Cultural differences. In September 2019, Anna became the first black Lord Mayor in 

the history of the city of Liverpool. She was also named the UK’s most influential 

black politician at the National Baton Awards 2019; she was overwhelmed and 

humbled by the honour. Anna said, ‘I’m a working class woman brought up in 

Toxteth – where you come from should never stop you striving or achieving your 

goals’. 

 

Can you find out any more about these famous people? 

 

Can you find out about any other famous black Scousers? There are many of them!  


