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23rd October 2020 
 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
I hope that you and your loved ones are in good health. 
 
I am delighted by how well our first half term has gone. Despite rising 
numbers of people infected with Covid 19 and the large number of local 
school s having to close or partially close, all classes at St Joseph’s have 
remained open. 
 
This success is the result of many factors, the main one being that parents, 
carers, staff and their families are looking after each other by following the 
rules. Be in no doubt that wearing a face covering and keeping a safe 
distance from others when you drop off and collect your children has kept our 
school open. Thank you everyone. 
 
There have been many rumours and suggestions that schools will close for 
two weeks over half term. As I write this letter, there have been no local or 
national instructions to do so. Consequently, school will close today, Friday 
23rd October for the half term holiday and will re-open on Monday 2nd 
November. The start and finish times will remain as they have been so far this 
year until further notice. 
 
As you will all be well aware, Knowsley (and the wider Liverpool City Region 
area) has been formally designated as “Very High Risk” in the Government’s 
new three-tier “Local Alert Level” system.   
 
The Liverpool City Region was designated as “Very High Risk” due to the 
area’s rising COVID 19 case levels since the beginning of September 2020.   
 
“Very High Risk” is the highest Local Alert Level possible and this is why we 
are now having to cope with additional restrictions to stop the further spread 
of the virus, reduce the risk of the NHS becoming overwhelmed and protect 
the most vulnerable people in society. 
 
For Knowsley along with Halton, Liverpool, Sefton, St Helens and Wirral, 
these latest restrictions came into effect from Wednesday 14 October 2020.   
 



The following now applies:- 
 
·          Schools, universities and shops will remain open. 
·          Pubs and bars (not serving food), gyms and leisure centres, betting 

shops, adult gaming centres (such as amusement arcades), and 
casinos will be closed. 

·          People are reminded that they must not socialise with other 
households inside (in their homes or in other indoor premises) or 
outdoors in private gardens. 

 
The latest measures will be in force for a period of four weeks, after which 
time the data will be reviewed. 

 
We continue to follow Knowsley Council and government guidance which 
indicates that the risk of coronavirus to pupils in the classroom is "very, very 
small, but not zero", according to sources in the government's scientific 
advisory group, Sage. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to our children. It is 
very noticeable how sensible and hard-working they have been since 
returning in September. Teachers have reported that they have been very 
positive and have settled into routines very well. Currently, whole school 
attendance stands at 97.1%, which is outstanding. This is a testament to your 
commitment to our school and to your children’s education. Individual and 
class attendance should be over 96%. The breakdown for each class is as 
follows: 
 
 

Class Attendance 

Reception 98.8% 

Year 1 96.8% 

Year 2 94.2% 

Year 3 97.3% 

Year 4 98.9% 

Year 5 96.9% 

Year 6 97.2% 

Total 97.0% 
 
 
Finally, I would like to acknowledge the work of all of our staff. They have 
been remarkable in providing a safe, secure and consistent environment in 
which all of our children’s education can thrive. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52770355
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52770355


Councillor Graham Morgan Leader of Knowsley Council and Councillor 
Margaret Harvey Children’s Services Cabinet Member stated the following in 
a recent joint letter to schools: 
 

Knowsley’s schools have faced a number of huge and unprecedented 
pressures and challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
We don’t think anyone could have prepared for what you have been 
through over the last seven months, and indeed what we still face in the 
months ahead. The collective response to COVID-19 from the people who 
work in our schools could not have been any better.  
 
From providing emergency childcare and ensuring the continuation of 
free school meal provision through to providing a range of engaging 
activities for pupils to be able to continue with their education at home 
and ensuring that our schools offered safe learning environments when 
they did reopen – the collective and individual effort has been immense.  
 
The support, commitment and dedication of all of our school-based staff 
has been commendable throughout these very difficult times.  
 
Whilst prioritising the response to COVID-19 and supporting our children, 
young people and families, I appreciate that many of you have also been 
juggling school commitments, home schooling and caring 
responsibilities.  
Your collective commitment has been nothing short of extraordinary in 
such unprecedented times. Your efforts have certainly not gone 
unnoticed.  
As you know, the pandemic is far from over and we are currently 
experiencing a significant level of COVID-19 cases here in Knowsley - 
once again, the support which you provide to our children and young 
people, their families and each other is needed more than ever.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Over half term, many households will be celebrating Halloween. It will be very 
different this year. Please visit our website at the link below with tips on how 
to stay safe and enjoy Halloween at home. 
 
http://stjosephshuyton.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/BE-COVID-
RESPONSIBLE-POSTERS-HALLOWEEN.pdf 
 

Thank you for your messages of gratitude and support and for your patience, 
tolerance and understanding that things are not as they were and often 
change rapidly. 
 
Here at St Joseph’s we  have every confidence that you as parents and 
carers will once again rise to the challenge and do whatever is necessary to 
get us through these difficult times. 
 
Take care everyone, 
 

C. Newstead 
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