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Dear parents and carers,  
 
I hope that you and our children are well. 
 
I would like to begin my letter with a huge THANK YOU to you all 
for working so hard to keep our children safe. As you know, this 
global pandemic is still here and even more infectious than 
previously. It has affected our families with some children who 
have been in school testing positive. It has also affected our staff, 
leading to the closure of several classes. It really is a nasty 
disease which has caused sickness and death in our community 
and across the country. 
 
I am sure that you are fully aware that the safest place for children 
and adults is at home. I know that this lockdown is harder to bear 
than previous lockdowns with many factors including the weather 
and demands from work making things difficult. 
 
Thank you for encouraging your children to engage with the 
remote learning. I know that it hasn’t been easy for you to juggle 
your responsibilities as parents and carers with that of now playing 
a bigger part in supporting your children’s education. They will 
certainly benefit from regular, structured work. If you have difficulty 
in accessing online learning, please take photographs of work that 
your children have done from their work packs and upload them 
onto Seesaw or Tapestry. Please do not stress over this work or 
allow your children to. If you require any support with any aspects 
of learning from home, please contact school by phone or e-mail or 
mention it when you are called by a member of school staff. We 
will be sending new work packs out next week which you will be 
able to use from 22nd February. 
 



Furthermore, to ensure that pupils who are not in school are given 
opportunities to attend and participate in shared, interactive 
activities to maintain a sense of community and belonging, we will 
soon be starting Zoom sessions for pupils to attend. Details around 
this will be contained in future communications.  
 
In addition, food vouchers will continue to be provided for eligible 
children throughout the period of school closure, including during 
the half term between 15th and 19th February 2021. 
 
You will have seen that the government have given 8th March as a 
possible date for schools to open. This date very much depends 
on the success of the vaccination programme (which is going well), 
local infection rates (which unfortunately are the highest in the 
country once again) and other possible factors linked to the 
pandemic. We are making plans for a full return and will give you 
as much advanced notice as possible about it once we know more. 
 
Take care everyone. 
 
C. Newstead 
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