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Friday 14th May 2021 
 

Dear parents and carers,  
 
I hope this letter finds you and your families well.  

 

We are all looking forward to Coronavirus restrictions lifting over the coming 

months, however this letter is a reminder that the pandemic is not over, 

despite encouraging signs. There are new variants of the virus prevalent in 

London and the North West. By continuing to keep a safe distance, wear a 

face covering, isolate and get tested if we have symptoms, we can continue to 

keep each other safe. 

 

Your support throughout the pandemic has been wonderful. As a result of you 

following guidance, we have continued to remain open. Even this week, some 

local schools have had to close for some year groups and classes. Keeping to 

the guidelines keeps St Joseph’s open. 

 

On 10th May, we received updated guidance from the Department for 

Education. This information is freely available online, but key information and 

the main changes are outlined below: 

 

• Advice regarding keeping children in class groups or bubbles 
remains the same  

• Staggered starting/finishingtimes are still recommended 

• Continuation of at home testing for staff 

• Reference is still made to have to provide remote learning for 
pupils who cannot attend due to Covid related issues 

• Transition and Taster days information – risk assessments must 
be completed - the Liverpool date is Wednesday 7th May – but not 
sure what form this will take yet – presumably individual schools 
will send out their own information 

• Indoor extra-curricular activities for any number of pupils can 
recommence from 17th May – but pay attention to minimise group 
mixing. 

• Sport – indoor and outdoor competition between schools can now 
take place  

 



From this guidance, most restrictions that are already in place remain. 
Classes will still be kept separate, lunch time arrangements will remain the 
same and children will still be expected to arrive and leave at the agreed 
times. By now, you should have received information regarding the finishing 
time for your children on Friday 28th May for the end of this half term. If you 
have not yet received this information, please e-mail school to request it. 
Furthermore, we plan to commence before and after school sports clubs and 
enter competitions after the half term break, as long as restrictions do not 
change. 
 
Uniform 
 
Children can continue to come to school wearing their PE kit on the days that 
they have PE. However, parents are reminded that training shoes should not 
be worn on days that their children do not have PE. Only those shores 
specified as school uniform should be worn. Other local schools may not have 
similar expectations, but parents have been aware of uniform requirements at 
their children’s school, even before they started in Reception class. 
 
We are certainly more optimistic about how things will start to return to what 
we were used to before the pandemic struck, but as always, we may have to 
keep restrictions in place depending on national and local circumstances. 
 
Stay positive, everyone at St Joseph’s is here for you too. 
 

Yours faithfully,  
 
 

C. Newstead 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


