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Sunday 4th July 2021 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
You may remember the letter from Councillor Graham Morgan, Leader of 
Knowsley Council and Chairperson of the Knowsley Outbreak Management 
Board, dated 17th June 2021 that is on our school website. 
 
The full version is still available on our website and can be accessed by 
following this link: 
 
http://stjosephshuyton.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Advice-to-Schools-
17.06.21.pdf 
 
There are several sections of this letter that I would like to draw your attention 
to and I have included them in italics below: 
 
School Trips  
The Government is asking people to minimise travel in and out of “enhanced 
support” areas. We are therefore asking schools to consider if trips need to go 
ahead in view of the potential risks. Where a school takes a decision to go 
ahead with a school trip, there must be a stringent risk assessment in place. 
Even if a trip has already been through the Evolve system, the risk 
assessment needs to be re-visited. Measures need to be in place to ensure 
that the integrity of bubbles is preserved and that social distancing from other 
members of the public is maintained at all times. Schools should consult their 
health and safety providers as part of such reviews.  
 
Transition Days / Events  
We would advise cancelling transition days which involve sending pupils into 
other schools and advise schools to look at alternative arrangements to 
support transition (such as virtual tours). 
 
Sports Days  
In line with Government advice, Sports Days can continue to take place as 
long as pupils remain in their bubbles and equipment is cleaned prior to and 
during the events. We advise schools not to allow spectators at Sports Days. 
 
 
 
 

http://stjosephshuyton.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Advice-to-Schools-17.06.21.pdf
http://stjosephshuyton.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Advice-to-Schools-17.06.21.pdf


Leavers Events and Proms  
In the context of rising cases, schools should consider national guidance and 
their individual circumstances. Our advice is that such events should not take 
place before the current target for Step 4 of the national “Road Map” (19 July 
2021), and also to bear in mind that this timeframe remains subject to further 
review by the Government.  
We understand that - once again - schools are being asked to change or 
adapt planning and we appreciate that this can be challenging. However, the 
current situation in relation to the rise in local cases of the Delta variant is also 
– once again - serious.  
 

I had hoped that there would be some easing of restrictions before the end of 
the year, especially as this will be my last term at our wonderful school. 
However, as this is the guidance that we have, then this is the guidance that 
we will follow. Furthermore, since this letter was sent out by the council, cases 
of Covid 19 have increased locally. 
 
Throughout this pandemic, we have all been frustrated by not being allowed 
to do things that we have been able to do previously. With televised events 
including Wimbledon and Euro 2020 showing crowds of people spectating, it 
seems unfair that we are being denied things that we have previously enjoyed 
such as sports days, residential visits and leavers’ events in school. However, 
to keep everyone safe, these events will not be taking place. We do have 
some alternatives planned which, weather and Covid permitting, will take 
place during the last week of school. 
 
Up until Friday 2nd July, we have not had to close any class bubbles. 
Unfortunately, from Monday 5th July, due to a confirmed case of a pupil 
contracting Covid 19, our Year 2 class will be closed while children and staff 
isolate until Monday 12th July. Fortunately, the child is not seriously ill and due 
to safety measures that are well-established in school, pupils and staff from 
other classes have not been affected and can still attend school. 
 
Like you, I was relived that we hadn’t yet had to close any class bubbles, 
especially when so many other local schools have had to close theirs – some 
with up to 7 classes closed and over 15 members of staff absent due to 
having Covid 19 or being close contacts. Upsettingly, most positive cases of 
coronavirus are now among children, some of whom have been hospitalised. 
 

Whereas, we will no longer be able to celebrate in the usual way as a school, 
we do remain open and we will be able to do more than we did last summer 
and more than some schools are able to do now. 
 
I am grateful to you all for continuing to keep to the restrictions that are in 
place. I know that you have had to adjust your lives to accommodate the 
changes to the beginning and end of school day. Wearing a face covering, 
keeping a safe distance from others and leaving the premises as soon as 
possible all help to prevent the spread of this terrible virus and to reassure 
those members of our community who are more vulnerable or who have loved 
ones who are at greater risk of serious illness from Covid 19. 



 
 
My commitment to you has always been to keep our children safe and 
educated to the highest possible standard. A global pandemic which 
continues to cause serious illness and death has strengthened this 
commitment. 
 
I remain optimistic that the threat from coronavirus will reduce and that things 
that we have been unable to do in school will return. Until that point, thank you 
for your messages of support as well as your tolerance and understanding. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
                                                              

C. Newstead 

 
C. Newstead 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk%2Fhands-face-space-fresh-air%2Fresources%2F&psig=AOvVaw0qOpBG5SWyMcuEJDM5Zf4X&ust=1625479151908000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAoQjRxqFwoTCNiwje-TyfECFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ

