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  St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School

Edenfield Crescent

Huyton

Merseyside

L36 6DS

Tel No: 0151-489 4072

Fax No: 0151-449 0135

Headteacher: Mr C Newstead
31/09/15
Dear Parents/Carers
Changes to the Assessment Process 

From this September, the Government has made a huge change in the way that children in schools are to be assessed. This is to tie in with the New National Curriculum that started to be used by some year groups in 2014 and all year groups this year. Information for each year group has been sent with this letter This is a new way of thinking for schools, and assessment will look very different to how it has done for the past 20 years. We hope this information will explain what this means for the children here at St Joseph’s. 

Why are levels disappearing? 
The DfE (Department for Education) want to avoid what has been termed ‘The level Race’ where children have moved through the old National Curriculum levels quickly to achieve higher attainment. The old National Curriculum was sub-divided into levels, but these were not linked to their national curriculum year group. The feeling from the DfE was that the old national curriculum and the levels system failed to adequately ensure that children had a breadth and depth of knowledge at each national curriculum level. 
The DfE announced last year that there would no longer be National Curriculum levels, and that schools would have to set up their own way of assessing pupils. The new curriculum for Maths and English sets out what is to be taught within each year group or phase, but does not provide any system or structure for assessing. The Department for Education (DfE) decided that the children who who took their Year 2 and Year 6 tests in 2015 would  be the last pupils to be awarded a level in their end of Key Stage tests (Summer 2015).

What are we doing at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School? 
We have spent a long time researching various different methods of assessing pupils and almost all of the systems used the same format, which was similar to the system used in the Early Years and Foundation Stage. 
This was to take the end of year expectations for each year group and to split this into 3 categories as follows: 
Below end of year expectations
At National end of year expectations. 
Mastery of all the end of year expectations and is able to use and apply their knowledge and skills confidently. 

Under the old levels system children who were exceeding might have moved into the next level. The DfE now want children who are in the exceeding bracket to add more depth and breadth to their knowledge, and to have more opportunities to use and apply their learning  across other subjects and with greater confidence and independence. They are calling this phase of learning Mastery. Only those demonstrating exceptional skills will begin to work on the expectations from the year above. Similarly, the small number of children who may be unlikely to meet the expectations for the end of the year may work towards the expectations from the year below.  However a catch up programme will be put in place through high quality classroom teaching and additional support to ensure they make good progress in their learning. 
At St Joseph’s we have put into place a system which we believe will meet the requirements from the DfE as well as ensure that children, teachers and parents know what the required standards are for each year group and if the child is making progress towards them. We are using the age related expectations for the end of every year group (National Standard) to explain if your child is meeting them (At), working below them (Below) or working above them (Mastery of). These will be presented to you during parents’ evenings and within the end of year report. 

Booklets which explain what the expectations are for children by the end of each year have been sent out with this letter and are available on the school website. In addition, a meeting to explain this system further has been arranged and details will be sent out nearer the time. Following this meeting, if you would like any further explanation, please contact Ms McIlroy, our deputy head teacher and assessment co-ordinator.
Yours Sincerely,

C. Newstead
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